
DC001: Oil by hand a softwood 
floor preparing with Woca 
Softwood Lye and finishing 
with Woca Master Floor Oil 
white. 
 

Novices: Please check our website for the most up to date instructions then test 
the process to understand the results before proceeding to larger areas.  
 

These instructions apply for Pine, Spruce and Larch floors. Do not use Softwood Lye 
on Douglas Fir or hardwoods – see instead alternative instructions for the wood type 
you have.  

 
Occasionally, Softwood Lye causes leaching of 
greenish pigments from older floors. Wash the 
floor well and repeat the Lye treatment OR 
switch to the more neutral Wood Lye 
instructions. 
 

You will need the items listed below. Our 
quantity recommendations are on seperate .pdfs. 
Please remember these are average quantities. If 
your floor is very old and porous then increase 
the quantities and vice versa for dense wood 

types. 
 
You will need: 
Products: 
Woca Softwood Lye 500225A 
Woca Wood Cleaner 551510A 
Woca Master Floor White Oil 522572AA 
Accessories 
Dane Care Doodlebug Lye and oil applicator kit inc. DC Beige Doodlebug Pad A015 
Dane Care Absorbent Cloths (60x65cm) A003 
For future cleaning 
Woca Natural Soap White 1L 511110A 
 
Process Summary - During stage 1 you will first saturate the floor with an application 
of Softwood Lye. This is followed soon after by a damp clean with Wood Cleaner to 
remove residue of the Lye. The wood needs to dry for at least 6 hours, but preferably 
overnight. In stage 2 you apply oil to the floor and buff-in the bulk of the protective 
oil resins as well as more white pigments into the surface. You must remove excess 
oil with cloths so that the surface is damp not wet with oil. Stage 3 is a repetition of 



the oiling process. An oiled floor is better for two applications. Subsequent cleaning is 
made using a solution of Natural Soap, White. The white pigments in the soap will 
further build the whiteness of the floor at the same time as the soap cleans. Should 
your floor become very soiled in the future then consider the instructions for 
‘Maintaining an Oiled Floor’, but otherwise the regular cleaning with soap should be 
enough to maintain the floor. 

 
Preparation with Softwood Lye: 
Day 1 / Stage 1 
 
It is our assumption that your wood is correctly sanded before you start the finishing 
process. 
 
Softwood Lye is a pigmented alkali that ensures the floor will remain light after it is 
finished and will further lighten as it is exposed to sunlight. There are two other 
positive effects:  
1.knots and heartwood are darkened and the grain of the wood, particularly pine, 

becomes more defined. 
2.the structure of the wood is slightly raised by the solution and the floor starts to feel 

weathered like driftwood. 
 
Hardwoods should never be treated with Softwood Lye as its caustic nature will cause 
unexpected discolouring of the wood. Use instead Wood Lye.  
 
You will need a bucket into which to empty your Lye container and ensure the 
pigments are correctly mixed. The application equipment you require for Softwood 
Lye is limited to a white doodlebug pad under our doodlebug. These items come as 
part of the Oil & Lye Applicator Kit. You will also need a cloth for getting into tight 
corners.  
 
N.B! Wear protective clothing and chemical resistant gloves. See WoCa’s MSDS 
sheets for full safety information. Be aware this product contains: Sodium Hydroxide. 
The hazardous warnings are, therefore: Causes burns (R34). Avoid contact with skin 
and eyes (S24/25). In case of contact with eyes, rinse immediately with plenty of 
water and seek medical advice (S26). Wear suitable protective clothing, gloves and 
eye/face protection (S36/37/39). In case of accident or if you feel unwell seek medical 
advice immediately (show the label where possible) (S45) 
 
1) On the original WoCa instructions you will see they wish you to wash the floor 
with a solution of Wood Cleaner (1 part WC to 40 parts water) 8 hours prior to the 
application of Lye. This opens the wood grain to the alkali and 
helps achieve a more even colour. It is not entirely necessary to 
do this and you can simply prepare the floor by cleaning dust 
from the floor using a vacuum.  
 



2) Pour all the Softwood Lye into your bucket and ensure no solids remain in the 
canister. Stir thoroughly. If necessary cut open the canister to remove final residue. 
 
3) Apply a generous coat to the floor. Spread with the white doodlebug pad under our 
doodlebug at a rate of 10m2 per litre. Brush along the grain and check that all the 
wood is saturated with solution.  
 

                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4) Our recommendation is that you wash with Wood Cleaner solution prior to leaving 
the wood to dry. The objective is to wash from the surface any excess Lye and further 
improve colour evenness. If you are doing a small area this may not be entirely 
necessary as you can put the elbow-grease in and dissolve this Lye off the surface 
when the wood is wet with the finishing oil. We do not recommend sanding the lye 
off the surface or buffing it off with nylon pads.  
 
5) Before moving onto Stage 2 ensure the floor is thoroughly dry: 8 hours at 20 deg,C 
prior to oil finishing and 1 hour prior to soap finishing. 
 
Softwood Lye is corrosive. See the canister side for regulatory information! 

 
The oiling process: Day 2 / 
Stage 2 
 
The oil you are going to use should be chosen following a testing process. Samples of 
all our oils are available from our website. The most common choice is white Master 
Floor Oil if working by hand on new softwoods. Extra White Oil can be chosen when 
the softwood is aged or dark as its higher pigment mix results in a lighter finish. 
Natural oil is used for a more woody finish. Indeed any of our coloured oils is suitable 
as long as you get the colour you want. Use Diamond Oil or High Solid versions of 
our oils if you have polishing machines to use and want the maximum protecton for 
the work you are putting in. 
 
The following instructions are standard to all types of oil. 
 
The first application of oil will determine how deeply the colour and oil is absorbed. It 
is important, therefore, to do this correctly. By the end of this process the wood will 
have absorbed all the oil it can take and you will have removed all of the excess. 



Under no circumstances finish your work before all wet oil is removed from the 
surface.  
 
 

1) Preparation: Allow the Softwood Lye application to completely dry-out before you 
and you are certain you have sufficient materials and time to complete the job before 
you apply oil. As guidance you will need 1 hour per 20m2. Wear old cloths and shoes 
that you do not value. You will be walking on wood wet with oil and handling oil 
soaked cloths so the chance of dirtying your clothes is very high. Oil resistant gloves 
are recommended – read the Technical Datasheets for full safety information. 
Regarding skin contact they say: ‘Skin contact: The product may cause irritation in 
case of skin contact.’ 
 
Make sure you have a water-filled container into which you can place oil-saturated 
cloths to prevent them from starting to cure and potentially self-combust before they 
are disposed of. 
 
2) Application: Stir the canister well to ensure all the white pigments are in 
suspension.  
 
Spread oil across the bulk of the floor at a rate of 15 m2 per litre using a roller, brush 
or spatula (applies for Master Floor Oil or ColourOil products. Diamond Oil or High 
Solid Oil are applied at 20m2 per litre) . Stay 5cm from to the skirting boards or 
adjoining surfaces. 
 
There is no one way that is best for applying oil; simply apply an even, wet layer. 
 
Oil around the room edges using both a fine brush and a cloth. The brush gets close 
up to the skirtings and the cloth can be used for the remaining areas. 
 
3) Buffing in: Let the oil absorb for 20 minutes. Add more oil if the floor is very 
absorbent. Buff the oil into the wood using the Beige Doodlebug Pad under your 
Doodlebug. 
 
If you find any potential splinters in the wood then glue them down.  
 
4) Cleaning away all excess oil: Immediately after you finish buffing, use cleaning 
cloths to wipe ALL the oil from the wood. There is no easy way of doing this by hand 
and requires considerable ‘elbow grease’. A polishing machine dramatically 
simplifies this part of the work, but is probably not worth hiring in if the floor is less 
than 40m2. Work in strips towards your exit point from the room checking each strip 
as you go that it is only damp and that there is no uneven ‘liquid’ oil that will 
subsequently cure and glisten. Do not walk on the wood for at least 12 hours. 
 
Warning! Oil-saturated cloths can spontaneously combust as the oil cures. Place 
in water after use. Dispose of them in a sealed metal container filled with water.  

 



The oiling process: Day 3 / 
Stage 3 
 

Your floor will be better for a 2nd application of the oil used in stage 2. This should be 
carried out in the same manner. Our estimate is that 1 ltr of oil will treat 30m2 of 
flooring. 
 

Subsequent cleaning 
 
Given that you are using white oil to finish your floor then you must also use the 
white version of the natural soap to keep it light in the future. 
 
This set of instructions refers to oil finishing of softwoods prepared with Softwood 
Lye – the cleaning instructions are now the same as for a floor finished with just soap. 
 
Oiled and then soap cleaned floors are perfectly suitable in kitchens and bathrooms 
where they will be exposed to plenty of moisture. You’ll also appreciate their non-slip 
character in these areas.  
 
So when you have dirt on the floor that is not going to simply vacuum or wipe off 
then feel free to get out your flat-mop and wipe over with a solution of soapy water. 
The trick is to rinse the mop out in a 2nd bucket of clean, warm water. Otherwise your 
stock of soapy water gets dirty and all you do is recycle the dirt from one area of the 
floor to another. 
 
Another plus from soap cleaning is that as the cleaning water dries in the floor it 
leaves a light film of on the floor. As time goes by and more dirt comes onto the floor 
this will adhere to the soap film not the wood fibres making it easier to clean next 
time.  
 
Due to pre-treatment, subsequent wear and cleaning, floors will develop a very 
particular colour. If you are asked to remove deep damage then your client must be 
well aware that you have no option other than sanding back and re-finishing – this 
will create a patch of completely freshly finished flooring that will be significantly 
different from the surrounding wood that may take many months if not seasons to 
blend in completely. The client really needs to sign this off in advance – many will 
prefer to have the total floor maintained and live with how the damage blends in 
during this work.  
 



The cleaning process 
 
Dilute 1 capful of soap per 2 litres of warm water.  Soak the Scrub-Mop head in the 
soap solution, wring it out, re-attach it to the Doodlebug to mop the floor.   
 
Do not pour water directly onto any wood floor, especially near electrical sockets.  
 
When the mop head becomes dirty rinse away the worst of the dirt in a second bucket, 
re-soak then carry on.  
 
If you have several Mop Heads then pre-soak them all in your utility room and use 
them in sequence throughout your house. They can all then be machine washed on a 
90 C programme. This is far more preferable than carrying buckets full of water 
around your home. 
 

Some tips: 
  

1) The Application Kit is kept as a tool for cleaning the floor in the future. It can 
be used dry (as well as damp) to quickly remove dust and dry dirt from the 
floor on those days of the week when damp cleaning is not justified. You can 
purchase additional Scrub-Mop Heads so that they can all be pre-soaked with 
soap solution, used in sequence then machine washed afterwards. 

2) Premium Cleaning kits are also sold that are designed solely with floor 
mopping in mind so are more ergonomic for that task. 

3) Many people prefer to buy several small canisters of soap than one large one. 
It’s easier to pigment and get the soap dosage right from a smaller canister. 
The product stays fresher for longer.  

4) If you do put too high a dose of soap into your cleaning water then this may 
result in an noticeable film on the surface of the wood. Don’t worry and next 
time use just warm water to clean the floor. 

5) Some of our Scandinavian neighbours can be a bit fanatical about their floors 
and will alternate the soap they use between white and natural to get just the 
look they want from their floors. The point is there are no particular rules 
about what you should do, just as long as you enjoy your wood! 

 
 
 
Extra materials are available from Dane Care on 01952 727899 or 
www.danecareshop.co.uk 
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nb! Dane Care Ltd can provide professional assistance with your works should you 
run into problems with either sanding or finishing elements of the project. 


